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PREFACE 
 

 History is fascinating and, as we have found, can be quite challenging. 
At times, it seems like we know everything there is to know about history, 
but this is not always the case.  When we agreed to compile a history of the 
seventy-five years of the Wall Brethren Church, it seemed to be a very 
simple task.  After starting to compile this information, it became evident 
that we did not know everything about the church.  As we began our 
research, one source of information led to another until, finally, the pieces of 
the puzzle fit together into a final publication.  

A very special thanks to the members of the Wall Congregation, the 
local community, members of the Unity, and others, who contributed 
information and photographs about the history of the congregation.  Due to  
the overwhelming number of photographs and wealth of historical 
information  submitted,  it was impossible to use everything received. We 
apologize for any information that was not included in this publication.     
 Photos are the best way to preserve history.  The Wall congregation 
was fortunate to have a local photography studio, Scherz of San Angelo, that 
was interested in the church and for many years provided photographs of 
special events.  A special thanks to Scherz Studio for permitting the re-
printing of many of the photographs in this publication. 

This publication could not have become a reality without the help and 
support of the 75th Anniversary Committee. A special thanks to the members 
of this committee, Chairman Rick Weise, Dorothy Brenek, Charlene Dusek, 
Elizabeth Holik, Louis and Dorothy Kokes, Kay Krupala, Cindy Martin, 
Larry and Jo Riemenschneider, Wilford and Georgia Simcik and Nancy 
Weise  for the many hours of service toward this project. 

 A very special thanks to Reverend Tommy Tallas who helped 
provide information, technical support and encouragement during the 
compiling of this book.  

Compiling the seventy-five year history of the Wall Brethren Church 
has been a rewarding and challenging experience for us.   We have enjoyed 
compiling this book and hope that you in return will enjoy reading about 
your heritage.  Thanks to the Lord for His blessings and guidance and the  
opportunity to be a part of His earthly kingdom. 
  
Larry and Jo Riemenschneider 



 5

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

INTRODUCTION 
 
 In the Gospel according to Matthew, Jesus tells us “when two or more 
are gathered in His name, He is always present with us.” (Matthew 18:20)  
The ever presence of the Lord in the seventy-five years of history of the 
Wall Brethren Church is evident since its organization in 1929.  Seven 
families of Czech descent, who migrated to the Wall area in search of a 
better way of life, began gathering at homes to continue the traditional 
Christian worship of their forefathers.  This small group of people became 
the founding members of a congregation that has grown through the years 
and become a vital part of the Wall Community.    
      Throughout the seventy-five year history of the church, the members 
of the Wall congregation were faced with many challenges.  Through 
droughts, floods, and the many storms that life provides, the Wall Brethren 
Church has survived and flourished.  Through its continuing faith in God 
and the many blessings that He has provided, the Church continues to grow.   
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THE UNITY OF THE BRETHREN 
 

An Historical Sketch 
 
 

 The Unity of the Brethren traces its roots to the work of the reforming 
priest, John Hus, martyred in 1415.  Hus was concerned with bringing the 
church back to its spiritual roots and removing distracting influences that 
tradition and custom had added over the years.  Hus was concerned with 
providing the Scriptures in the language of the people, instead of the church 
Latin version which only the educated and clergy had the opportunity to 
learn.  Hus also desired the church to surrender much of the secular power 
and material possessions it had accumulated so that its spiritual mission 
could proceed unhindered. 
                           
       

                                                                John Hus (1369-1415) 
 

 The reforms that Hus suggested met with tremendous opposition from 
church authorities, although they were popular with the common people.   
The execution of Hus by the church in 1415 incensed the people of the 
Czech lands and led to the development of an alternative church, the Unity 
of the Brethren in 1457. 
 The Unity of the Brethren grew in influence until it was the 
predominant religious force in the Czech lands.  The later reformers Martin 
Luther and John Calvin had several contacts with the Brethren in the course 
of their ministries.  While the Anabaptists were opposed by the Roman 
Catholics and other Protestants of the time, Brethren offered them sanctuary 
in their homeland. 
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The level of religious conflict in Europe grew until open warfare 

became inevitable.  In 1620, early in the Thirty Years Wars, the Protestant 
forces in the Czech lands suffered a devastating defeat that led to the 
imposition of the Counter-Reformation by the Roman Catholic Church.  
During this time, Protestants were forced either to leave the country and 
become refugees or to practice their beliefs in secret. 
 Many of those Brethren who left their homeland joined the movement 
that later became the Moravian Church.  Others who stayed behind practiced 
their beliefs in secret, sometimes with services led by pastors visiting from 
other countries in remote places for the fear of discovery by Catholic 
authorities.  For 160 years, the Brethren tradition was passed along in 
families from parent to child.  Religious books like Bibles, hymnals, prayer 
books, and books of sermons were hidden from the occasional searches of 
Catholic leaders who sought to confiscate and destroy them. 
 In 1781, the emperor Joseph II proclaimed toleration for the practice 
of Protestant belief where there were sufficient numbers of them to start 
congregations.   However, only those who adhered to the Lutheran or 
Helvetic (Calvinist) confessions were permitted to practice their beliefs 
openly; Brethren were still prohibited the open practice of their faith.  Many 
Brethren joined with the Lutherans and Calvinists. 
 In the 1850’s, word circulated in the Czech lands that there was cheap 
land in Texas where persons could make a new start in farming.  
Immigration continued and grew until ending with the outbreak of World 
War I.  Czech Protestants started congregations where they settled in Texas 
to provide for the practice of their faith and the teaching of their children.  
Pastors from the Czech lands came to Texas to become leaders in these 
congregations and to start new ones. 
 In 1903, representatives of several of these congregations gathered to 
create the Unity of the Brethren in Texas, in the effort to resurrect the 
Brethren Church, suppressed for all these years in their homeland. Within a 
few generations, the congregations of the Unity of the Brethren reflected the 
assimilation of their members into American society and culture.  Most 
congregations began to transition from Czech language to English language 
worship services in the 1940’s, although some congregations had occasional 
Czech language services into the 1970’s. 
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Photo Courtesy John Krupala 

                         Unity Ministers at the 100th Anniversary of the Unity of the Brethren in Texas 
                                               Taylor Brethren Church, Taylor, Texas, January 24, 2004 
 

 
The Unity of the Brethren today is a denomination that honors its past 

and its traditions, while looking forward to new opportunities for mission 
and witness.  The ethnic identity of the membership as Czech has faded to a 
degree, with many persons joining the Unity from other traditions and ethnic 
groups (http:www.unityofthebrethren.org/history.htm). 
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ROWENA YEARS 
 

Early in 1909, the Reverend George W. Fender of Ballinger took 
some preliminary steps toward organizing a church among the Bohemian in 
the Rowena Community.  During the summer, Francis Hornicek, a 
ministerial student, worked in the Rowena Community contacting Czech 
families about the possibility of the formation of a church.  In October, the 
Reverend V. Losa came from Pittsburg to Rowena to formally organize a 
church.  The “Rowena Moravian Bohemian Presbyterian Church” was 
chartered by the State of Texas on May 23, 1910, and shortly a small church 
building was erected.                                                                           

For the next decade, the small congregation 
in Rowena went its quiet way, working and 
worshiping without attracting attention.  In 1929 a 
survey of religious activities in Rowena noted that 
“the Presbyterian Church, located in the 
northeastern part of Rowena, has a strong 
membership of active worshipers.  The Rev. Henry 
E. Beseda, Sr. is pastor of the church.  Elders in 
the Presbyterian Church are:  Frank Psencik (later 
a member of the Wall Czech Moravian Brethren 
Church),   Elmer  Psencik,      Eugene  Barton,                          Photo Courtesy  Dorothy Brenek          

Adolph Urban,  and  Fred  Machotka.                    Moravian Bohemian Presbyterian Church 

The history of the Unity of the Brethren in Rowena is closely 
intertwined with that of the Czech Presbyterian group. The Rowena 
Community was not able to support two Protestant Czech Churches and 
neither one flourished. As denominational distinctions became less 
meaningful, these small groups soon became inactive, especially in the 
period after World War II. 

   The early Czechs who settled in Runnels County 
attracted the attention of Reverend Adolph 
Chlumsky.  He purchased two city lots from P.J. 
Baron in 1899, and visited the Rowena Community 
twice in 1902.  Late in 1903, Reverend Chlumsky 
was instrumental in organizing the Evangelical Unity 
of the Czech-Moravian Brethren in North America, 
in a convention at Granger in Williamson County.   
Frank Psencik attended the convention, and shortly a 
congregation was organized in Rowena.  However, 
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  Reverend Adolph Chlumsky 

there were few clergy, and spiritual guidance was a scattered thing at best. In 
late July 1910, two young ministers, Reverend Joseph Hegar and Reverend 
Josef Barton, were ordained into the ministry of this small denomination. 
Thereafter, these two clergy visited Rowena, and later Wall, on a monthly 
basis, until the demise of the always small congregation in Rowena in late 
1945.  The small group was never able to afford a church building of its 
own, and led a shadowy half-existence in conjunction with the Czech 
Presbyterians and the German Evangelicals.  Over the years, the Brethren 
variously used the facilities of these two groups.  As the history of the 
Brethren in Texas noted, “the (Rowena) congregation was discontinued in 
the 1940’s in favor of the Presbyterian congregation of that community, as 
Rowena was too small to have two denominations serving the Czech 
Protestant of the area.” (Skinner 1973) 
       Ministers who traveled monthly to conduct worship services often 
traveled by train to Rowena.  Members of the congregation would pick them 
up at the depot, take them to their homes, providing a place for them to stay 
and furnishing them meals.  After the services, members would take the 
ministers back to the depot for their return trip to east Texas. 
       When the Rowena Brethren congregation was discontinued in the 
1940’s, many of the members began making the monthly trip to Wall to 
participate in worship services there.  Some of these members moved to the 
Wall area and eventually became members of the Brethren Church in Wall.  
(Riemenschneider, A. 2003). 
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BRETHREN AT WALL 
 

1929-1980 
 
     As the Concho Valley farming community spread from Runnels County  
into Tom Green County, families of Czech heritage began to move into the  
Wall area. The following history by Rev. John Baletka appeared in the 1980    
Brethren Journal. 
     In the summer of 1929, five Czech families with a Brethren background, 
moved from the Granger-Taylor area to the Wall area.  They joined other 
Czech families that had moved to Wall from Rowena and families that were 
already settled in Wall.  Due to the uncertainty of the times, a permanent 
place of worship was not pursued and worship services were held in the 
homes of families.  Families participating included those of L.K Batla, Paul 
Krupala, Joe Simcik, Tom Machann, John Stasney, John Sefcik, Frank 
Psencik, and Miss Fannie Hurtik.                    

     In the fall of 1929, an unused Methodist Church in Wall became the site  
of monthly worship and weekly Sunday School.  At the October, 1929 
worship, the sacrament of Holy Communion was observed for the first time.  
Nine men and ten women received the blessing of this sacrament.  Sunday 
School records for the year 1930 reveal those who were active in the Sunday 
School and worship services. 
            Active Members in Sunday School and Worship in 1930 
                    Adults         Children and Youth 
  Paul Krupala  Edwin Krupala 
  Marie Krupala  Clifton A. Simcik 
  Emil Krupala  Wilford J. Simcik 
  Joseph Simcik  Aleen Simcik 
  Agnes Simcik   Wilford C.L. Stasney 
  John F. Stasney  Johnny J. Stasney 
  Lillian Stasney (Sec’y) R.V. Machann 
  Tom Machann  E.J. Machann 
  Vera Machann  Lad Batla, Jr. 
  Lad K. Batla, Sr.  Lorine Batla 
  Emilie Batla   Lee Roy Sefcik 
  John Sefcik   Wilma Sefcik 
  Tony Sefcik   Alvin Sefcik 
  Frank Psencik (teacher) Teachers: Fannie Hurtik 
  Olga Psencik        Agnes Simcik 
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  Fannie Hurtik 
 In 1933, they formally organized into a congregation. At the 
convention held in West, the Wall congregation was received into the Unity 
of the Brethren (then called Evangelical Unity of the Czech Moravian 
Brethren) as a member church.  
 The first confirmation class was received into the membership on 
October 6, 1935.  This class was taught by Miss Frances Batla and Mrs. Joe 
(Agnes)Simcik and included seven children: Laddie Batla, Bertha Hejl, 
Edwin Krupala, Frank Motl, Joy Dean Motl, Violet Motl, and Clifton 
Simcik.   Two children were baptized:  Roy Lee Dusek and Emmett Laza. 
 When one realizes that Sunday School was held every Sunday, while 
worship services were held eight to twelve times a year, it becomes obvious 
that at Wall, just as in most other Brethren Churches, the Sunday School was 
a very significant factor in the survival and the development of the church.       
                                                                            

 On November 24, 1936 the members decided 
to buy a ½ acre plot in Wall for a church building of 
their own if enough money could be raised to pay for 
the lot and money would be pledged toward the 
building.  By December, they had collected $117.50, 
paid for the lot with a total cost of $116.75 and had 
seventy-five cents to put into the newly established 
building fund.  In that same month, the congregation 
moved its place of worship from Wall to a church in 
Fairview.  Minutes reveal that Reverend Hegar was 
re-elected for the coming year with a salary for 
twelve worship services set at $80.00 up to $100.00 
if that much could be collected. 

      Reverend Joseph Hegar 
 

On March 18, 1937, the congregation decided to build a church 
building not to exceed a total cost of $1,600.00 with measurements of 40 by 
30 feet.  With W.J. Bergmann as the hired supervising carpenter, and 
president of the church, Mr. L.K. Batla, keeping a daily watchful oversight, 
the members were kept busy for the next two and a half months with their 
building project.  The total cost was amazingly close the their spending limit 
($1,611.65), including pews and the $120.00 paid the carpenter. 
 Even though several families had joined the church since its 
organization, it was still a small congregation of about fourteen families.  
One might wonder how was it possible for the small membership to manage 
the cost of even their modest building, because the economic conditions had 
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not yet recovered from the great depression.  From the membership, funds 
collected totaled a modest sum of $485.32, but there were many others 
interested in their project. 
 Business firms and individuals from Wall and San Angelo gave 
$171.00.  Friends from Rowena, some who later became members at Wall, 
gave $136.50.  Interested people living in the communities of Eola, Mereta, 
Miles, Lowake, Ballinger, Veribest and Vancourt contributed a total of 
$103.50.  Many of these later were to also become members of the Wall 
Congregation.  Then came help from various congregations of the Unity, 
where special appeals totaled $359.44.  These congregations were:  Granger, 
Seaton, Ocker, Snook, Cooks Point, Nelsonville, Taylor, Holland, 
Buckholts, Smithville, Houston, Robstown, Wesley, West and individuals 
from other places.  
 With the offering at the Dedication Service of $47.74, the 
congregation was able to even reduce the $600.00 borrowed from the 
Mutual Aid Society(see P. 56) to $320.00 by the end of the year.  All this 
support was very encouraging to this congregation that was geographically 
so far away from the other churches of the Unity. 
 

                      
                                                                                                                             Photo courtesy Georgia Simcik 
                             Wall Brethren Church, constructed 1937 
 

The Dedication Service was held on June 13, 1937.  The members 
gathered first with their pastor, Rev. Hegar at the church they had been using 
in Fairview.  After a short worship in which Reverend Hegar recalled his 
seventeen years of work at Rowena and more recently at Wall, the members 
departed to Wall and their own building.  Many other people had already 
assembled there, and they proceeded with the dedication. 
 Participating in that dedication were:  Reverend Josef Barton, Sr., then 
president of the Unity of the Brethren, the pastor, Rev. Hegar, the elders and 
several other members of the church. After lunch on the grounds, an 
afternoon service was held with many  special numbers. Dr. Ernest Press of  
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the Evangelical Church in San Angelo and the Reverend A. Romanowski of 
the Evangelical Church of Rowena were included in that afternoon service.  
Elders at that time included:  L.K. Batla, Emil Krupala, Joe Simcik, Stanley 
Hejl and John Chlapek. 
 Reverend Hegar continued to serve as the pastor through 1943 at 
which time he asked that someone else be elected because of his failing 
voice.  The congregation elected Reverend Josef A. Barton who was living 
at Nelsonville, and he served as pastor through 1953, traveling the 700 mile 
round trip each month.   Because of some health problems that made long 
distance travel very difficult, Reverend Barton asked not to be elected after 
ten years serving as pastor.  Reverend Gordon Hejl, a son of the 
congregation, was then elected pastor, and he served for the years 1954 
through 1956. 
 By the early 1950’s, the congregation had outgrown its small church 
and was in great need of larger facilities.  But four years of very severe 
drought and poor crops prevented building more adequate facilities.   
Finally, the need could be ignored no longer and the congregation decided to 
build a new church in the fall of 1954, despite poor crop conditions even at 
that time.  Groundbreaking was held on February 6, 1955. The new church 
was first used for worship on July 3, and was officially dedicated on August 
7, 1955.  
 

                     
                                                                                                                               Photo courtesy Georgia Simcik 
                                                Wall Brethren Church, constructed 1955 

 
 This new building was possible because so many of the farmer-
members devoted  many days of volunteer labor (770 days) since there was 
not that much work to do in their drought-affected fields.  The most severe 
west Texas sand and dust storm in memory hit as the interior of the church 
was being painted.  Finally this new building, with the help of Mr. Franklin 
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Mikeska as supervisor of construction, was completed at a cost of 
$23,540.00 plus the $6,160 estimated value of the 770 days of volunteer 
labor.  This building measured 72 by 34 feet with a 28 by 28 foot Sunday 
School section.  The first church building was remodeled as a fellowship hall 
with a kitchen. 
 The types of programs developed by the congregation by this time can 
be seen in the number of people in responsible positions at the time of the 
dedication of that building: 
Building Planning committee: Johnny Pokorny, Joe Simcik, 
  Mrs. John Chlapek, Adolph Riemenschneider, 
  Clifton Simcik and Raymond Hejl. 
Board of Elders: John Chlapek, Frank Holik Jr.  
  Milton Labaj, Edwin Krupala, Clifton Simcik, 
  Adolph Riemenschneider, and Raymond Hejl. 
Sunday School Officers: Ben Laza, Clifton Simcik,  
  Laddie Batla, Lydia Tomcik and Marvin Dusek. 
Sunday School Teachers: Joe Simcik, Wilford Simcik,     
  Laddie Batla, Milton Labaj, Lydia Tomcik, 
  Glen Motl, Margie Motl, Ben Laza, Mrs. Leo   
  Hunka, Clarice Drgac, Mrs. Milton Labaj, 

Mrs. Raymond Hejl, Dollye Sefcik, Virginia Porkony, and Mrs. 
L.C. Motl. 

Christian Sisters Officers: Mrs. John Chlapek, Mrs. L.C.     
  Motl, Lydia Tomcik, Evelyn Drgac, Mrs. Adolph 
  Chasak, Clarice Drgac, Mrs. Leo Hunka,  
  Mrs. Emil Krupala, Mrs. Raymond Hejl,  
  Mrs. Frank Tomcik 
Mutual Aid Society Officers: Emil Krupala, Anton 
  Michalik, Clifton Simcik. 
Young People’s League Officers: Clarice Drgac,  
  Mrs. Milton Labaj, Lydia Tomcik, Sharon 
  Chlapek, Virginia Pokorny, Edward Laza, 
  J.D. Drgac, Evelyn Drgac. 
Choir Director: J.D. Drgac   Organist: Evelyn Drgac 
Pianist: Sharon Chlapek 
 From 1957 until the fall of 1962 the pastors serving the congregation 
included: Reverend Jesse Skrivanek (three years), Reverend Frank Simcik 
(two years), and Reverend John Baletka (one year). 
 In September 1962, a retired minister from the Moravian Church,  
Reverend John R. Hoesman became the first resident pastor, and  served 
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through the spring of 1964.  He and his wife were a great blessing to all the 
membership and left a lasting impression on the life of the church.  
 After serving Wall from Granger for a year, the Reverend Glen Jurek 
became the second resident pastor. He served until the fall of 1968 when he 
resigned the pastorate to enter the field of farming in South Texas.   
 For the next two years, the congregation was again served by 
ministers living some distance away.  Reverend Gordon Hejl and Reverend 
Jesse Skrivanek again came to serve until Reverend Thomas Tallas moved to 
San Angelo upon his ordination in the summer of 1970.  He served as pastor 
for five fruitful years before accepting a call and moving to Rosenberg in the 
summer of 1975.  Reverend John Baletka became the pastor in July 1975.  
He served in that capacity for two years traveling from Austin before 
moving to San Angelo in August of 1977. 
 In addition to the those already mentioned who may also have served 
as assistants, other pastors were:  Reverend Albert Michalik, Reverend 
Johnny Bravenec, Reverend Daniel Marek, Reverend Henry Beseda, Jr. and 
Reverend Milton Maly. During the early 1930’s, Reverend H.E. Beseda, Sr. 
served as pulpit supply while he served the Presbyterian Church in Rowena. 
In the early 1950’s, Reverend Miksovsky also served in that capacity. 
During the 1960’s and 1970’s, local pastor Reverend Billy Hill served. 
 But a congregation’s history should not be written only by listing the 
pastors who served a congregation.  With the minimal guidance of a pastor 
because of the great distance of the Wall congregation from other Brethren 
Churches and the residences of their pastors, the real work of the church and 
its program was carried on with much success by the very capable lay 
leadership and all the members. 
  In addition to actually constructing their two church buildings with 
only supervisory help already mentioned, the members developed a full and 
well rounded church program as evidenced already by a listing of the church 
directory of 1955.  In addition to a Board of Elders and a Sunday School 
program for all ages, there was a large Christian Sisters Society of 43 
members in 1955, a very strong youth organization, a choir, a Junior Youth 
Fellowship, Vacation Bible School, annual picnics, Christmas programs, 
New Year’s Eve socials, etc. 
 In 1962, an Education wing of four classroom was added to the 
existing church that was built in 1955.  In January  1966, the first parsonage 
was dedicated and in November 1978, a new parsonage was purchased in 
San Angelo.   
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In spite of the distance from Wall to Central Texas and other 
congregations of the Unity, the Wall Church and its members have 
demonstrated a continuing interest and support of the work of the Unity.  For 
more than forty years, the young people have traveled to participate in youth 
activities in central Texas.  The congregation had sent many young people to 
Hus School even before the days of the Encampment near Caldwell.  Almost 
yearly since 1957, Wall has had good representation in the conferences and 
Hus School programs. 
 Families of the Wall Congregation have contributed three ministers to 
the work of the Unity of the Brethren:  Reverend Gordon Hejl, ordained in 
1952, Reverend Albert Michalik, ordained in 1953 and Dr. Mark Labaj 
ordained in 1980.  In addition, Reverend Robert Janek, also of the Wall 
Congregation, was ordained by the Unity to a special interest ministry.  
 With faith and confidence in the continued blessings of the Lord upon 
the work of the church at Wall and with capable and dedicated lay leadership 
in all phases of the church program, the future of the Wall Church continues 
to look promising and encouraging.  A large number of the young people in 
the past and in the present remain active in the Wall Church because they 
have gone into farming in the area or have found employment in nearby San 
Angelo.  For this reason the number of young adults in active and 
responsible positions in the church program is a very encouraging sign, not 
only for the present, but also the future (Baletka 1980).  
 
 

1981-2004 
 
 During the first fifty years of growth the Wall Congregation went 
from horse and buggy days to the start of the computer age.  Many new 
technical advances have taken place during the last two decades.  Still, the  
need for spiritual guidance, growth and service to the Lord has been the 
primary goal of the Church.  With this in mind, many new programs and 
building projects were undertaken. 
 The Reverend John Baletka continued to serve the congregation as 
pastor until July of 1985 when Reverend Thomas Tallas returned and 
continues to serve at the present time. 
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Building projects during this time provided much needed space for a 
growing congregation.  In 1955 when the new church was built, the old 
church (built in 1937) was remodeled and used for a fellowship building to 
host the many social events of the congregation.  As the membership grew, 
the old building (1200 square feet) was not large enough to house 
everybody.  The congregation decided to build a new facility.  The old 
fellowship building was sold to Bobby Eggemeyer and was moved to his 
property in 1981.  It is presently part of a series of old, historical structures 
that have been moved to the Southern Cross Ranch.  In 1982 a new 
fellowship building (3,750 square feet) was dedicated to the service of the 
Lord.  At the time of this printing, the church membership  has again 
outgrown the present facility, and plans have been submitted to build a new 
fellowship hall.  
  In the early 1990’s, membership in the congregation had reached a 
point where the church that had been built in 1955 (4,400 square feet) did 
not provide adequate space for the growing congregation.  Again, as in years 
past, the congregation, with the financial support of it’s members, other 
congregations, people in the community and others embarked upon a 
building project that would fit the needs of the congregation. In 1994 a new 
Sanctuary and Educational Facility (9,000 square feet) was dedicated to the 
service of the Lord.  
 

                  
                                          

 
 The church that was built in 1955 was moved from its original 

location to the property of Thomas Wilde where it was remodeled and at the 
present time is being used by the Wildes as their home.  At the time of this 
printing, growth in the Sunday School and other organizations has dictated 
the need for a larger Educational Facility, and the congregation is again 
considering expansion. 
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In the late 1990’s, the congregation became aware that there was a 
need for more direction and leadership for the youth of the congregation.  
A part-time Director of Youth Ministry was established in 2000 with the 
position being made full time in 2001.  Kelly Kovar served in this capacity 
until 2003.  The addition of this staff position has resulted in a significantly 
increased ministry and outreach to the youth of the church as well as the 
community. 
 The Wall church has provided and has become involved with many 
activities in the community during the past years.  One of these activities, the 
Wall Community Thanksgiving Service, co-sponsored by the Wall Brethren 
church and St. Ambrose Catholic Church of Wall, has provided an 
opportunity for an ecumenical service to be held in the community.  The 
Christian Sisters have held Kolache Bakes twice a year with proceeds going 
to various home and outreach ministries of the church.  The youth ministry 
of the church continues to reach out in the community by holding activities 
such as, “See You at The Pole” and “Huddle Up”.   
 As the church has reached the end of the 20th Century and now 
embarks on the 21st, many new exciting opportunities await.   The future of 
the Wall Brethren Church looks bright and encouraging.  With the  faith and 
confidence of our forefathers and the continued blessing of the Lord, we 
pray that the next century of the Wall Brethren Church will continue to 
provide a place for worship in the Wall Community. 
  
  
 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 21

CZECH HERITAGE 
 

 The Moravian and Bohemian Protestant immigrants coming to 
America during the nineteenth century were members of either the 
Reformed or Lutheran traditions, with their spiritual roots in the Ancient 
Unity of the Brethren (Unitas Fratrum).  As the immigrants made their way 
into central Texas, their faith and traditions of worship were a priority. There 
were Protestant churches in the area that conducted worship services in the 
English and German languages.  The language barrier created a problem for 
the Czech-speaking settlers, and worship services in their native tongue 
became their goal. 
 At the turn of the century, some of these Czech settlers, mainly 
farmers, began a migration to west Texas in search of new lands.  In Runnels 
County, they found their dream with virgin lands that were rich and fertile.  
The local Protestant churches again did not provide worship services that 
fulfilled the needs of the Czech-speaking Brethren.  During this time,  
ministers traveled from the newly formed Evangelical Unity of the Czech-
Moravian Brethren churches to provide Czech services to the settlers in 
Rowena area.  In the late 1920’s, when Czech families moved from Rowena, 
Taylor and Granger to the Wall area where other Czech families already 
resided, the Wall Czech Moravian Brethren Church was organized. 
 The tradition of Czech services continued with ministers traveling 
from other Unity Churches in central Texas.  With the Wall community now 
a mixture of English, German and Czech-speaking people, it became evident 
to the Czech that they would need to learn the English language.  Children 
were sent to school to learn English and parents at home learned English the 
hard way, from others in the community.  As the Wall community grew and 
members of Czech-speaking families married English and German speaking 
families, the language barrier slowly was broken.  English and German 
speaking spouses would attend worship services that were being held in 
Czech and not understand the messages.  In the 1940’s, ministers traveling 
to Wall saw the need for preaching in both English and Czech.  There were 
several years of transition and, by the 1950’s, English was solely used in the 
worship services.   
 In the 1950’s a movement in the Unity to become more open to all 
members of the communities, not just Czech descendents, brought about 
many changes in the church.   One of these was a name change in 1959 from 
The Evangelical Unity of the Czech Moravian Brethren Church in North 
America to the Unity of the Brethren in Texas. 
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                                                                                                   Photo Courtesy Albina Plagens 
                                     Czech Choir sings on the Pat Attebery television program 

 
At the present time, although the Wall Brethren Church has many 

descendants of the Czech background, they have been joined by many 
members of the community who are from other backgrounds.  Today, the 
traditional Czech language that was spoken many years ago has become a 
thing of the past.  It is to be heard only in an occasional greeting (“Jak se 
maš”) among older members of the church, or reading and singing in Czech 
during Christmas programs.   
 The Wall Brethren Church is blessed to have forefathers of the Czech 
descent who brought to America the traditional church doctrine.  Through 
their perseverance and dedication to the Lord, the Wall Brethren Church 
exists today. 

The Lord’s Prayer (in Czech) 
       Otče náš, jenž jsi na nebesích, 
       Posvěť se jméno tvé, 
       Přijď královsti tvé, 
       Buď vǔle tvá, jako v nebi tak i na zemi. 
       Chléb náš vezdejší dej nem dnes. 
       A odpusť nám naše viny, 
       Jakož i my odpouštíme našim vinníkǔm, 
       I neuvoď nás v pokušení, 
       Ale zbav nás of zleho. 
       Nebo tvé jest království, 
       I moc, i sláva, na věky,věkǔ, Amen. 
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MINISTERS 
  
 During the seventy-five year history of the Wall Brethren Church, a 
number of ministers have provided spiritual guidance to the church.  In early 
years, services were provided by ministers eight to twelve times a year with 
lay people and the Sunday School providing the remainder of the services.  
Wall, being a great distance from the rest of the Unity churches to the east, 
created a travel problem for ministers, thus the limited number of services 
during the year.  In later years the congregation was supplied weekly with 
ministers and assistants from the Unity.  In 1962 the first resident minister 
was assigned to the congregation.  Following is a list of ministers and 
assistants who have served the Wall Congregation. 
 

Ministers 1929-2004 
 

Year                                     Minister/Assistant   
 

1929-1943 Rev. Joseph Hegar 
1943-1948 Rev. Josef A. Barton 

1949 Rev. Josef A. Barton 
Rev. Joseph Miksovsky, Ass’t. 

1950 Rev. Josef A. Barton 
Rev. Joseph Miksovsky, Ass’t 
Albert Michalik, student 

1951-1952 Rev. Josef A. Barton 
Rev. Joseph Miksovsky, Ass’t. 
Albert Michalik, student 
Gordon Hejl, student 

  1953    Rev. Josef A. Barton 
      Rev. Albert Michalik, Ass’t. 

1954 Rev. Gordon Hejl 
Daniel Marek, student 

1955 Rev. Gordon Hejl 
Rev. Daniel Marek 

1956 Rev. Gordon Hejl 
Johnny Bravenec, student 
Jesse Skrivanek, student 

1957 Rev. Jesse Skrivanek 
Johnny Bravenec, student 
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Ministers (con’t) 
 
  Year       Minister/Assistant 
  

1958 Rev. Jesse Skrivanek 
Johnny Bravenec, student 
Frank Simcik, student 

1959 Rev. Jesse Skrivanek 
Frank Simcik, student 

1960 Rev. Frank Simcik 
Glen Jurek, student 

1961 Rev. Frank Simcik 
1962 Rev. John Baletka 

Rev. John Hoesman (Sept. 1962) 
1963 Rev. John Hoesman 

Rev. John Baletka (summer ass’t) 
1964 Rev. John Hoesman 

Rev. Glen Jurek (July 1964) 
1965-1967 Rev. Glen Jurek 

1968 Rev. Glen Jurek (through Sept.) 
Rev. Gordon Hejl 
Milton Maly, student 
Rev. W.B. Hill 

1969 Rev. Gordon Hejl 
Rev. Jesse Skrivanek 
Rev. W.B. Hill 
Tommy Tallas, student 

1970 Rev. Gordon Hejl 
Rev. Jesse Skrivanek 
Rev. W.B. Hill 
Tommy Tallas, student (Jan.-June) 
Rev. Tommy Tallas (July-Dec.) 

1970-1975 Rev. Tommy Tallas 
1975-1985 Rev. John Baletka 

              1985-Present   Rev. Tommy Tallas 
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Ministers Serving the Wall Congregation 
 

                           
 
      Rev. Joseph Hegar                                   Rev. Josef Barton                                 Rev. Gordon Hejl      
 

 

                              
 
      Rev. Albert Michalik                                Rev. Daniel Marek                            Rev. Johnny Bravenec 

 
 

                                       
 
    Rev. Jesse Skrivanek                              Rev. Frank Simcik                                Rev. John Hoesman 
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Ministers (continued) 
 
 

                                                               
 
       Rev. Glen Jurek                                       Rev. Billy Hill                                     Rev. John Baletka                                  

 
 
 
 
 
                      
                                                     
                                                                 
        

  
 
 
                       
 
 
                                                                  
                                                            Rev. Tommy Tallas 
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ORDAINED MINISTERS  
from the 

WALL CONGREGATION 
 
 The Wall Congregation is blessed to have families who contributed 
ordained ministers to the service of the Lord.   
  
 

Reverend Gordon Hejl 
  

Rev. Gordon Hejl was born on February 21, 1918 on his family farm 
southeast of Taylor, Texas.  He attended a one-room school, Colombia, for 
the first seven grades and graduated from Taylor High School in 1936.  
After completing his training at the Anderson Diesel School of Los Angeles 
in 1939, he enlisted in the U.S. Army Air Corps on September 25, 1940.  He 
served in training commands until July 1945 when he flew as crew chief of a 
B-29 bomber serving in the Southwest Pacific Area.  His plane flew several 
missions over Japan prior to the atomic bombs being dropped which ended 
the war.  He was discharged on December 1, 1945.  His family moved to the 

Wall area in 1946. 
    After being out of school for ten years, he enrolled 
in the Moravian College where he played football.  
After Graduation, he entered the Moravian 
Theological seminary and graduated with a Master of 
Divinity degree in 1952.  He was ordained into the 
ministry of Our Lord on June 17, 1952 at the Wall 
Brethren Church (Mckay 2003). 

 Reverend Gordon Hejl, 1962                                                                                 
 
 

Reverend Albert Michalik 
 
Rev. Albert Michalik was born in the Beyersville Community 

southeast of Taylor, Texas on March 2, 1925.  He attended the Holland 
Public School as well as summer Czech School in the Hackberry 
Community, west of Holland.  When he was thirteen, the family moved to 
San Angelo, Texas, and he made his public profession of faith in the Wall 
Brethren Church during Confirmation.  He attended Mereta Public School 
for two years and graduated from San Angelo High School in 1942. 
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Rev. Michalik had intended to join the U.S. Air Force, but when an 
accident left his father’s feet in serious 
condition, he decided to stay and farm since 
his brothers were already serving in the 
Armed Services.  Rev. Josef A. Barton had 
often talked to him about the ministry, but 
with little success.  One day, four and a half 
years after high school, he was plowing and 
felt a strong call to the ministry.  He soon 
entered and graduated from the University of 
Texas at Austin in 1950, followed by 
enrollment and graduation from the Austin 
Presbyterian Theological Seminary in  1953.  
His ordination took place at the Wall 
Brethren church on June 19, 1953 (Mckay  

          Photo Courtesy Georgia Simcik         2003). 
Reverend Albert Michalik 
 

                                                         
               

Reverend Robert W. Janek 
 
 Rev. Robert Janek was born July 16, 1941 in Ft. Worth Texas.  He 
graduated from Wall High School in Wall, Texas in 1959 and Texas Tech 
University in Lubbock with a Bachelor of Arts degree in 1964.  He received 
his Master of Divinity degree in 1977 and a Master of Arts in Religion in 
1980 both from the Iliff School of Theology in Denver, Colorado.  Rev. 
Janek was ordained into the ministry our Lord by the Brethren Church in 
1977 at Dallas, Texas and by the United Church of Christ in Denver, 
Colorado, also in 1977.  He served in the U.S. Army from 1964-1968 and 
with the Defense Intelligence Agency from 1968-1973. 
         Rev. Janek sees his strength to be in the 
area of pastoral care: being with people “in the 
trenches” of life, when the going becomes 
rough.  He states, "I am told that I am a person 
whom people can turn to in their time of  loss  
and grief.I I tend to be reflective, almost a 
habitual muse! And I have a sense of humor!” 
(McKay 2003).                                                                                                                             
                                                                                                                                                                Photo Courtesy Rev. Robert Janek 
                                                                                                         Reverend Robert Janek 
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Dr. Mark L. Labaj 
 
 Dr. Mark Labaj was born on February 3, 1952, in San Angelo, Texas.  
As a youth, he was active in the Wall and Austin Brethren Churches.  After 
graduation from Austin Reagan High School in 1969, he attended the 

University of Texas and received a B.S. Degree in 
Aerospace Engineering in 1974.  He served in the 
U.S. Air Force from 1975-1977. He then entered 
the Moravian theological Seminary in Bethlehem, 
Pennsylvania where he received the Master of 
Divinity Degree in 1980.  He was awarded the 
Doctor of Ministry degree in May 1986 by the 
Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary.  Dr. 
Labaj was ordained into the ministry of our Lord on 
May  25,  1980,  at   the Taylor  Brethren  Church  

               Dr. Mark L. Labaj            (McKay 2003). 
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CONFIRMATION 
 

 
“If anyone publicly acknowledges me as his friend, I will openly 

acknowledge him as my friend before my father in heaven.” 
Matthew 10:32 

 
 Confirmation is a rite of the Church by which persons baptized as 
infants, after being instructed in Christian doctrine, agree to and renew the 
covenant and promise made for them.  During the act of confirmation, an 
individual makes a public profession of faith in Christ and promises to be 
His follower and to serve Him all the days of their life.  The confirmand 
receives the blessings of the Lord and is admitted to the communicant 
membership of the church (Catechism of the Unity of the Brethren). 
 Confirmations were held throughout the years dependent upon there 
being enough students to form a class.  The customary confirmation in the 
early years included the instruction of the Bible, Catechism and Church 
history.  The rite of confirmation and public profession of faith was 
conducted during the regular worship service with all members of the class 
participating. 

 
Confirmations from 1935 to 1979 

 
 The confirmation class of 1935 was the first class of the Wall 
Brethren Church.  This class was confirmed in the Methodist Church in Wall 
where the congregation was meeting.  The confirmation class of 1937 was 
the first class confirmed in the church that was built to hold services for the 
Wall Brethren Church. 

                   1935 
 
Front Row:  Frank Motl, Violet Motl, Joy 
Dean Motl, Bertha Hejl, Clifton Simcik 
Back Row: Laddie Batla,  Pastor-Rev. 
Joseph Hegar, Edwin Krupala 
 
 
                               Photo Courtesy of Cindy Martin 
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                         1937 
 
Front Row: Dorothy Drgac, Viola Drgac, 
Wilford  Simcik, Ella Machann, Lorene Batla 
Back Row: Ruby Machann, Teacher-Mrs. Vera 
Machann, Sadie Hejl, Lillie Machann 
 
Pastor:  Rev. Joseph Hegar 
 
                                              Photo Courtesy Dorothy Kokes 

                  1939 

 

Front Row:  Teacher-Mrs. Vera Machann, 
W.C. Drgac, Ruby Shiller, Dena Martinec, 
Esther Michalik, Aleen Simcik, Ruby Hejl 
Back Row:  E.J. Lichnovski, Edwin Machann, 
Georgia Michalik, Albert Michalik 
Pastor:  Rev. Joseph Hegar 
 
                                      Photo Courtesy Georgia Simcik 

1942 
Front Row: Teacher-Mrs. Vera Machann, 
Pastor-Rev. Joseph Hegar, Earline Shiller, 
Bernice Machann 
Back Row: Vernon Shiller, Albert Drgac, 
Angeline Michalik 
 
 
                                      Photo Courtesy Clarice Drgac 
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                       1944 
 
Front Row: Teacher-Mrs. Vera Machann, 
Bessie Shiller, Rev. Josef  Barton, Dorothy 
Hejl 
Back Row: Stanley Hejl, Hubert Drgac, 
Johnny Laza 
 
 
                                              Photo Courtesy Johnny Laza 

                       1947 
Front Row:  Teacher-Mrs. Agnes Simcik, Mary 
Hejl, Dorothy Dusek, Noemi Michalik, Dollye 
Sefcik, Clarice Drgac, Organist-Evelyn Drgac 
Back Row: Jimmie Machann, Roy Shiller, Rev. 
Josef Barton, Jr., Daniel Michalik, Marvin 
Dusek, Delmar Batla 
 
 
 
                              Photo Courtesy Clarice Drgac 

                           1950 
Front Row: Pianist-Evelyn Drgac, Georgia 
Pokorny, Mary Frances Tomcik, Glendolyn Motl, 
Patsy Sefcik, Eugene Dusek, Franklin Shiller, 
Erwin Hejl, J.D. Drgac, Teacher-Agnes Simcik 
Back Row: Gwendolyn Motl, Margie Motl, Lydia 
Tomcik, Dorothy Tomcik, Teacher-Gladys Labaj, 
Roy Dusek, Daniel Chasak, Wilbert Pokorny 
 
 

                                                                   Photo Courtesy Dorothy Kokes 
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                     1953 
 
Front Row:  Ervin Machann, Virgil Mikeska, 
Rev. Albert Michalik, Neal Janek, Billy Ray 
Dusek 
Back Row: Teachers-Ben Laza, and Mrs. L.C. 
Motl, Laverne Dusek, Sharon Chlapek, 
Virginia Pokorny, Organist-Evelyn Drgac 
 
                                      Photo Courtesy Sharon Hohmann 

                     1955 
 
Front Row: Carlene Dusek, Nancy Chasak, 
Donna Riemenschneider, Rev. Gordon Hejl, 
Helen Dusek, Dorothy Mikeska, Loretta Chasak 
Back Row: James Batla, David Holik, Wallie 
Dusek, Harold Mikeska, Gene Chasak, 
Teacher-Ben Laza, Robert Janek, Teacher-Mrs. 
Leo Hunka, Raymond Kotrla, Robert Krupala, 
Stanley Holik, Vickie Cuba 

 
                              

                                             Photo Courtesy Nancy Weise 

                       1961 
 
Front Row:  Linda Chasak, Diana Dusek, 
Darlene Kotrla, Allene Machann 
Back Row: Teacher-Dan Michalik, Robert 
Vidler, John Krupala, Rev. Frank Simcik, 
Clifton Kotrla, Gary Cuba, Teacher-Ban Laza 
 
 
                                           Photo Courtesy Marilyn Holik 
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                        1962 
 
Front Row: Tommy Chasak, Franklin Holik, 
Beverly Holik, Larry Riemenschneider, Jean 
Hejl, David Dusek, Ruben Holik 
Back Row: Teacher-Mrs. Milton Labaj, Rev. 
Gordon Hejl 
 
 
                             Photo Courtesy Larry Riemenschneider 

                     1963 
 
Front Row: Ruth Mikeska, Debbie Simcik, 
Diane Batla, Karen Vidler, Milton Plagens, 
Jr., Russell Hunka, John Hejl 
Second Row: Teachers-Mrs. Gladys Labaj, 
Clarice Drgac, Dan Michalik 
Back: Rev. John Hoesman 
 
                                  Photo Courtesy Georgia Simcik 

                    1965 
 
Front Row: Teacher-Dan Michalik, Rebecca 
Simcik, Albina Holik, Karen Dusek, Janet 
Simcik, Judy Macek 
Back Row: James Hejl, Ronald Michalik, 
Kenneth Michalik, Frank Holik,III., Rev. 
Glenn Jurek 
 
                                      Photo Courtesy Georgia Simcik 


